The Chesapeake Bay Program (CBP) is the Federal-State cooperative effort that started in 1983 to restore the Bay and watershed. Given the ecological and economic importance of the Chesapeake ecosystem, President Obama issued an Executive Order (EO) in 2009 for increased Federal leadership in the CBP to enhance the pace of restoration, and the supporting strategy was released in 2010. The EO directed the Federal Government, including the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), represented by the National Park Service (NPS), the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS), and the USGS, to expand its efforts and increase leadership to restore the Bay and its watershed. The USGS and other Federal agencies expanded their activities in 2011 to meet the President's Chesapeake EO. Since the EO was released, there have been several important changes in the USGS, DOI, and the CBP including: (1) the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, (2) increased DOI leadership in the CBP, and (3) the release of the USGS MA science strategies. The EO strategy served as a foundation for the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement that was signed in 2014 by the CBP Partners, and has goals and outcomes to be met by 2025 (table 1) .
The USGS developed the Chesapeake Science Strategy to guide our activities to address the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement, DOI leadership in the CBP, and USGS MA strategies. Improving the understanding of fish and wildlife population and health, and the factors affecting their condition is the emphasis of the Strategy. The science focuses on documenting the critical ecosystem connections in the Chesapeake, and providing implications to enhance decision making for restoration and conservation activities.
The revised Strategy has four themes that address 7 of the 10 goals in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement (table 1):
• Enhance science to support restoration, and conservation of fish, wildlife, and critical habitats.
• Characterize and explain changes in water quality, and its effect on freshwater and estuarine ecosystems.
• Assess and forecast effects of climate and land change on ecosystem conditions.
• Synthesize and provide information to support ecosystem management.
The structure and function of biological communities of the Bay and its watershed are extremely complex and are affected by a variety of stressors and conditions. To better define the issues being addressed, the USGS has developed cross-cutting questions that define some of the most important scientific challenges where multiple disciplines and collaborators are needed to address an issue. The initial questions include:
• How do land and climate changes affect freshwater fish communities, health, and habitats?
• What are the relations among land use, water quality, contaminants, and the health of fish and wildlife?
• How are coastal wetlands and their carrying capacity for waterbirds affected by changing climate and land use?
• How is the water quality of rivers and estuaries responding to restoration actions, and changing land use?
• What are some of the best opportunities for management actions to benefit multiple restoration outcomes? 
